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could not put any reality into his love-making unless
the lady were there, "Nonsense, you ought to be able
to make love to a chair"'
I made good use of my evenings, and many a time
had my ribs crushed in the bottle-necked pit entrance
to the Lyceum, One of the most memorable perform-
ances I saw there was Othello, with Irving and Booth
alternately as the Moor and lago. This attraction was
a stroke of genius on Irving's part, and I have always
thought it one of the many proofs of his capacity for
statesmanship It was showmanship of the highest
order; and is there much difference between great
statesmanship and great showmanship?--The thought
occurs to me after reading Cavendish's account of
Wolsey's return after negotiating the Field of the Cloth
of Gold with its ensuing " Entente Cordiule,"
Irving's showmanship was always dignified. At Leeds,
when Princess May opened the new Town Hall, Irving
was playing in the city and was invited to sit upon
the platform. The streets were lined with troops to
keep back the mass of people who thronged to see the
Royal guests pass on their way to the opening ceremony.
It so happened that Irving was fate and walked
down the sanded route prepared for the Royal cortege,
was of course recognised* ami received almost as vocif-
erous a welcome as the Princess herself* When he was
given his Doctor's degree, he insisted, to the horror
of the robe-maker, that his gown should be cut long
enough to trail upon the ground in defiance of the
accepted and customary length. This added vastly to
his height and dignity, and always made him the
cynosure of all eyes whenever he attended public func-
tions in his Doctor's array, I was glad to see that
Brock had allowed him this extra length of robe in the
statue in Charing Cross Road, A few incidents of this
kind gave Irving a character among the envious for
possessing the wisdom of the serpent, or a Machiavel-
liaa subtlety; but he had, I think, a particularly simple
side to his character, an aspect which I recall Sir